
InterPlanetary 
Specifications

Henrique Dias (@hacdias)
Protocol Labs



✨ specs.ipfs.tech ✨







Why standards? 🤔
● It should be possible to implement 

without looking at source code.
● Long-term, documentation > code.
● Maintain a clear track record of 

community consensus.
● Support better test writing (testing is 

coming too)!
● Be clear so as to create a bridge to 

other systems.



What are the goals? 🏅
● Looking goooood.
● Give them visibility. A bunch of 

markdown files in a repository was 
not enough.

● Keep it simple: it’s still all Markdown.
● Stable links & references 

management.
● Support typical spec features 

(definitions, references, RFC 2119 
keywords, metadata, etc.)

● Progressively add more tooling on 
top to make people’s lives easier.



How can you participate? 🫂

● specs: ipfs/specs
● generator: ipfs/spec-generator

● Read the “Spec for Specs” (mostly 
Markdown with some lightweight 
additions & conventions).

● Or just copy a spec and figure it out…
● Run make watch and you’re in 

business!

● That’s it!

https://github.com/ipfs/specs/
https://github.com/ipfs/spec-generator/


🙏 Þank you! 🙏


